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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated September 5, 2008, Applicants elect Group I, claims 
1 7-30, drawn to a dental material. Applicants further elect the following species of Group I: 

1 . taurolidine is the substance whose bacteriostatic and/or bacterial efficacy is formed in 
the presence of intra-oral microorganisms, 

2. a polymerizable component is present and comprises a polyether compound, 

3 . an initiator is present, 

4. an accelerator is not required to be present and, 

5 . a retarding agent is not required to be present, 

Since these claims are generally open-ended and do not preclude the presence of additional 
elements and/or features, Applicants submit that claims 17-30 of Group I would al l read on the 
elected species. As noted in the Office Action, claims 1 7 and 30 are generic. 
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The restriction requirement and the requirement for election of species are traversed, and 
reconsideration is respectfully requested. It is felt that a search of the classes appropriate to the 
elected invention and species would include the Patent .Office classes in which the non-elected 
invention and species would be searched, as each claim group requires a dental material comprising 
a substance whose bacteriostatic and/or bactericidal efficacy is formed in the presence of intra oral 
microorganisms. Accordingly, Applicants believe that it would not be an undue burden for all of 
the pending claims to be searched and examined together. 

Applicants note that the Preliminary Amendment filed on June 27, 2005 contained a 
numbering error in the claims. The new claims should have been numbered starting with 1 7 instead 
of 1 . It appears that the Patent Office has caught this error and re-numbered the claims accordingly. 
In order to clarify the record, Applicants are re-submitting an Amendment with the claims properly 
re-numbered starting with claim 17. 

Should the Examiner determine that a telephone interview would be beneficial in 
resolving any of the issues in this case, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned 
attorney at the telephone number noted below. 
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